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intensity, but I am thinking particularly of those cases in
which a previously unconscious process begins to have an
attractive influence on the conscious.   In such a condition,
any conscious contents analogous * to the underlying un-
conscious content are liable to disappear suddenly, not by
repression from above, but by attraction from below.   One
may even discover certain contents that were before entirely
unconscious through the existence of what we might call
'holes' in the conscious.     You cannot  call  such cases
' repressions'.   It would be better to call them ' eclipses'.
Naturally if you assume that the unconscious chiefly consists
of repressions, then you cannot imagine any creative activity
in the unconscious ; and you logically arrive at the conclusion
that ' eclipses' are nothing but secondary effects following
a repression.  But then you must also conclude that anything
which the unconscious produces is nothing but a result of
repression.   Thus you arrive at the well-known Freudian
absurdity:  art and religion are nothing but substitutes for
repressed infantile sexuality.   It is astonishing how fairly
intelligent people can quibble over such sophistical nonsense.
Apply this logic to any human invention which admittedly
takes its origin in creative fantasy.  Take, for instance, the
notion of primitives first taking shelter under bushes and
trees. Then they began to repress something, either the idea
of their rather humid and airy abodes, or perhaps their
infantile sexuality.  Thus they found themselves lacking in a
certain satisfaction, and they sought to gratify it in building
huts.    Thus it comes about that Westminster Abbey is
nothing but a repressed infantile longing for a bush shelter.
Only one does not understand how it came about that the
primitive man, when he had such a longing for his dwelling-
hole, could ever make up his mind to such a foolish substitution.
Why can we not simply admit as, moreover, experience
shows us everyday to be the case, that the unconscious is a
living, and therefore creative, process, and that it does not
need any pathological repression to release its creative

